[Endoscopic harvesting of the radial artery at coronary artery bypass graft: a new surgical technique].
The radial artery as arterial graft is applied ever increasingly in coronary artery bypass grafting. With the endoscopic technique described by the authors, the radial artery can be lifted out extremely quickly and gently through transverse 2 cm incisions, using a so-called "spiral instruments for radial artery harvesting" and a 30 degrees endoscope. The ultrasonic knife used for incision and hemostasis does not cause thermic and mechanical damage. The radial artery and accompanying veins remain protected inside the spiral interior. The authors present a case where this method was applied successfully.